OB-OST  Notes  Used  In  Lithuania 


By  John  Glynn 

The  author  of  this  article  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  LNA  for  many  years 
now.  He  specializes  in  Lithuanian  currency  items, 
and  Lithuanian  banking  memorabilia. 

This  article  appeared  in  Paper  Money 
issue  No.  93  a few  years  ago,  pp.  119-123, 
and  has  been  submitted  by  the  author  for  reprint 
here. 

The  "OST"  notes  constitute  an  inter- 
esting niche  in  Lithuanian  currency  history,  as 
they  were  the  official  currency  of  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania  from  1918  to  the  latter  part  of 
1922  when  the  Litas  was  established. 


INTRODUCTION 

On  June  28, 1914,  Archduke  Franz  Ferdinand,  heir  to 
the  throne  of  Austria/Hungary,  was  assassinated  by 
Gavile  Princip,  a Serbian  nationalist  student,  while  on 
a visit  to  Sarajevo,  capital  of  Bosnia.  The  shot  was 
heard  around  the  world  and  plunged  Europe  into  a civil 
war,  which  eventually  included  other  continents 
throughout  the  globe.  By  August  of  the  same  year 
Europe  became  a battleground.  The  strength  of  the 
central  powers  of  Austria/Hungary  and  Germany  was 
too  much  for  the  allies  of  France  and  Russia.  Germany 
and  her  military  power  advanced  almost  at  ease 
through  Russia. 
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Front  and  hack  of  Series  of  17  April  191620  kopek 
note. 
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By  September  1915,  Lithuania  and  her  Baltic 
neighbors  (Estonia  and  l^atvia)  and  other  eastern 
European  countries  which  were  ruled  by  Tsarist  Russia 
were  occupied  by  the  German  military  force.  The 
German  military  authorities  in  accordance  with  their 
usual  practice  pillaged  and  severely  ravaged  the  land, 
confiscating  farm  produce  and  causing  extreme  poverty 
and  damage.  Due  to  the  military  mishandling,  the 
Lithuanian  economy  collapsed  in  less  than  six  months. 

EARLY  HISTORY  OF  THE  AREA 

Lithuania  originated  between  the 5th  and  6th  century 
A.  D.  when  a group  of  people  occupied  the  provinces  of 
Kaunas  (Kowno),  and  Vilnius  (Wilno),  Suvalkai 
(Suvalki),  Gardinas  (Grodno)  and  land  along  the 
Neminas  (Nieman)  River.  'Fhese  people  known 
collectively  as  IJths  became  one  of  the  largest 
independent  nations  in  medieval  times. 

In  1385,  Lithuania  and  her  neighbor  Poland  through 
marriage  reached  an  alliance  which  lasted  intil  1569, 
when  under  the  union  of  Lublin,  lithuania  lost  her 
independence  and  shared  her  common  history  with 
Poland.  During  this  period  the  united  countries 
persisted  to  make  up  the  most  splendid  chapter  in  their 
history.  The  most  important  event  was  the  glorious 
victory  over  the  German  order  of  the  Teutonic  Knights, 
when  in  1410  in  the  battle  of  Grunwald  atTannenburg 
(East  Prussia),  Vytautas  the  Great,  Grand  Duke  of 
Lithuania,  and  his  cousin  Jogaila,  king  of  Poland, 
joined  forces  to  defeat  the  powerful  Teutonic  Order. 

The  union  with  Poland  lasted  over  4(X)  years  and 
ended  in  1795,  when  the  big  ixiwers  of  Austria,  IVu.ssia 
and  Russia  annext'd  both  nations,  with  Ijthuania 
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Front  and  hack  of  Series  of  17  April  1 91 7 50  kopek 
note.  This  back  shows  corcct  text:  Peezde  mit 
kapeikas. 


going  to  Russia.  She  remained  under  Tsarist  Russia 
until  World  War  I. 

OCCUI’ATION  CURRENCY 

Tlie  currency  in  circulation  in  Lithuania  at  the 
outbreak  of  World  War  I was  the  Russian  ruble,  but  with 
the  (jorman  occupation  the  reichsmark  was  introduced. 
The  (rennan  forces  were  trying  to  get  the  Lithuanian 
people  to  accept  the  German  occupation  currency  as 
legal  tender.  A decree  was  proclaimed,  which  made  the 
German  mark  equally  acceptable  with  the  Russian 
ruble. 

’Fhe  exchange  rate  was  2.1(5  German  mark  to  one 
Rus.sinn  gold  ruble,  and  l.bb  fierman  mark  for  one 
paj>er  ruble.  ITie  people  were  unwilling  to  part  with  the 
Tsanst  ruble  and  they  considered  the  currency  better 
tlian  the  German  mark,  and  therefore  began  hoarding 
it.  Tfie  mark  had  no  gold  hacking  while  each  ruble  had 
0.115  grams  of  pure  gold. 


In  order  to  release  the  German  mark  from  this 
occupied  area,  the  German  authority  created  its  own 
imperial  loan  bureau  In  April  191fi,  by  special  decree, 
the  .‘supreme  Gommander  of  the  f, astern  bront 
if bwrlH  fehLhaber  Gst)  whose  headiiuarters  wn.s  in 
K.i  ma  op*  n*'d  the  I tarlehn.skasse  ( )st  (I>oan  Hank  for 
'i  r ; 1*'  aii'l  lo'-u  *1  . 
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FOR  SALE! 


A special  buy  on  a $1144.00  collection  of  Lithuanian 
stamps.  99%  unused,  in  books,  loose  leaf.  Your  cost 
is  $572.00,  i.e.  at  50%  catalog.  Must  sell!  Illness 
in  family.  If  list  desired,  please  contact; 

Jim  Wtiite 
409  E.  Elm  St. 

Avon  Park,  FL  33825 
Or  call:  (813)  453-6251 


FOR  SALE! 

The  following  Lithuanian  coins,  currency,  and  some 
Latvian  coins,  by  an  LNA  member  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous.  Write  him  at:  217  Hawthorne  St.,  Roselle, 
NJ  07203. 

CURRENCY: 

P-23  1927  10  Litu,  XF  (NICE!)  $55.00. 

P-25  1928  100  Litu,  VG  with  small  hold  in  center,  $12.00 

COINS  : 

Complete  Set  of  Yl-14  Coins  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania 
in  our  custom  Capital  Plastic  blue  holder.  Average 
circulation.  $130.00. 

1925  5-10-20  Centu  set,  VG  $12.00 

1925  10-20-50  Centu  set,  VG  $15.00 

1925  Y-2  5 Cental  [have  2 pieces],  VG  $5.00 

1925  Y-8  5 Litai,  XF  $25.00 

1925  5 Litai  and  1936  5 litai  set  VF+  av.  $25.00 

1936  1,  2,  5 Cental  set.,  avg.  circ.  $15.00  [have  2] 

1936  and  1938  10  Litu  (Vytautas  and  Smetona)  crowns, 
VF-XF  avg.  $50.00 
1666  1 Solidus,  $15.00 

LATVIA 

1922  10-20-50  Santimu  Y4-6  Avg.  circ.  $5.00 
1924  1 Lats  VF  $5.00 
1932  1 Santims  Fine  $1.00 
1939  2 Santimi  VF+  $5.00 


Write  Karl  Stephens  below  for  his  latest  price  list. 
He  always  carries  high  cjuality  Lithuanian  coins. 


Dealer  in 

Quality  Rare  Coins 

lhhdamiaii 

Karl  Stcpbeijs,  Ipc. 


Karl  Stephens 

Preudent 

Post  Office  Box  458  ANA  57209 

TempleCity,Ca.  91780  818  445  8154 


FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  By  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

The  1956  Y-11  5 CENTAI  COIN 


3. 


1936  5 Cental 
Y-11 

Diameter:  20.5  mm. 

Weight:  3 gr. 

Metal  Content:  .950  copper;  .OAO  tin,  .010  zinc. 
Designer:  Juozas  Zikaras 
Mint:  Kaunas 
Mintage:  4,800,000 

The  1936  5 cental  coin  is  one  of  the 
three  "small  change"  coins  which  were  minted 
in  the  period  1936-39  by  the  newly  opened 
Kaunas  Mint,  under  the  direction  of  Jonas  K. 
Karys.  The  Kaunas  mint  was  located  in  the 
printing  facility,  Spindulys. 

The  coin  was  of  course  designed  by 
Lithuanian  sculptor,  Juozas  Zikaras.  The 
planchets  and  master  dies  were  prepared  at  the 
Brussels  mint  in  Belgium,  and  shipped  to 
Lithuania  where  the  actual  minting  occurred. 

Due  to  the  preliminary  preparations 
in  Belgium,  Lithuania's  seigniorage  (profit) 
on  minting  coins  turned  out  to  be  the  dif- 
ference between  the  striking  costs  and  the 
face  value  of  the  coin.  The  5 cental  coin  was 
the  first  denomination  coin  in  which  the 
Lithuanian  government  made  a profit.  It  cost 
2 cents  to  produce  a 1 centas  coin,  and  the 
2 cental  coin  "broke  even"  at  2 cents.  The  5 
cental  coin  cost  4.5  cents  to  produce,  meaning 
the  Lithuanian  government  made  a profit  of 
2 a cent  for  each  one  produced. 

OBVERSE:  The  obverse  design  features 
Vytis,  the  national  emblem  of  Lithuania,  with 
the  inscription,  "LIETUVA,"  meaning 
"Lithuania,"  below.  It  should  be  noted  that 
all  earlier  minted  coins  (1925)  had  been 
labeled  (translated)  "Republic  of  Lithuania." 
Denticles  surround  the  perimeter  of 
both  sides. 

REVERSE:  In  the  center  is  found  a 
large  "5,"  with  the  date  "1936"  on  top,  and 
the  word  "CENTAI"  on  bottom. 

A stem  of  flax,  with  flower  pods  oh  top, 
appears  on  each  side.  Flax  is  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  historical  materials  used  in  making 
cloth  or  true  linen.  It  is  imbedded  deep  in 
Lithuanian  history  and  culture,  and  was  one 
of  Lithuania's  most  valuable  resources  during 
the  period  of  independence. 

Trends:  The  1936  5 cental  coin  is  now 
over  50  years  old;  it  was  minted  (bearing  the 
date  1936  only)  from  1936  to  1939  when  the 
Kaunas  Mint  closed.  However,  not  many  of 
them  were  saved,  as  people  tended  to  save 


the  silver  coins  instead.  As  a result,  this  bronze  coin 
has  become  scarce  in  higher  grades.  The  ones  we 
have  usually  seen  at  coin  shows  (maybe  one  or  two 
a year)  have  graded  VF.  When  assembling  a collec- 
tion of  high  grade  Lithuanian  coins,  collectors  have 
been  finding  the  1936  bronze  coins  hard-to-get.  Of  the 
three  (1,  2,  5 cental  coins),  the  5 cental  is  the  second 
hardest  to  get,  with  the  2 cental  of  course  being 
very  hard  to  find. 

The  following  prices  are  what  the  5 cental  coin 
can  usually  be  purchased  for  at  a typical  coin  show: 
FINE— $4.00;  VERY  FINE— $8.00;  EXTRA-FINE— $15.00 
AU-UNC— $25.00 

Another  word  about  availability.  We  know  of  no 
"hoards"  of  the  1936  5 cental,  although  as  we  have 
mentioned  before,  there  are  rolls  of  the  1 centas  of 
1936  which  we  do  know  are  in  existence.  So  this  coin 
should  continue  to  remain  scarce  in  the  future. 


THE  KNIGHT,  Volume  11,  No.  3,  Issue  #63.  The 
official  publication  of  the  LITHUANIAN  Numismatic 
Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan,  EDITOR. 
Robert  J.  Douchis,  Columbia  , MD,  DIRECTOR. 
Subscription/Membership  to  Volume  11  (bi-monthly 
issues):  a donation  of  $10  or  more.  Write:  Lithuanian 
Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia, 
Maryland,  21045.  Editor's  address:  Frank  Passic,  900 
S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion,  Michigan  49224.  The  LNA  is 
a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
C-117903. 

Commercial  advertising  rates;  Business  card  insert,  $5, 
or  6 for  $25  (save  $5).  1 page  $35.  i page  $20.  1 page  $15. 

We  have  leaflets  for  signing  up  new  members.  Write 
Bob  and  we'll  send  you  some. 
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'lT>p  function  of  the  hank  was  to  supply  easy  credit  by 
making  loans  to  merchants,  and  supplying  a currency 
system,  llie  hank  issued  a set  ot  banknotes  known  as 
the  oh-ost  ruble  (better  known  as  the  ost  ruble)  in 
Ijthuania  and  other  eastern  countries.  Tlie  object  of  the 
notes  was  to  induce  the  people  to  trade  their  Russian 
rubles  for  the  ost  ruble  or  German  mark. 

llie  official  rate  of  exchange  of  the  ost  ruble  was  one 
ost  ruble  to  one  Russian  ruble  or  two  German  marks. 
The  Germans,  however,  implemented  a program  by 
withholding  essential  needs  (salt,  sugar,  etc.)  from  the 
market.  They  were  sold  under  the  supervision  of  the 
military  and  could  be  purchased  with  the  payment  of 
gold  only.  The  two-tier  system  of  offering  a higher 
exchange  of  Gorman  marks  for  Russian  rubles  was 
unsuccessful. 


“Peezde  mit  Kapeiki”.  The  50  kopek  was  issued  in  two 
series,  one  with  the  incorrect  text  and  the  other  series 
with  the  correct  text:  “Peezde  mit  Kapeikas.” 

Two  series  of  the  50  kopek,  and  the  1 and  3 ruble  were 
also  issued  with  the  misspelled  word  “Sime”  (Sihme,  a 
Latvian  word  meaning  paper  money,  changed  to  Sime 
in  1921).  The  reverse  of  the  bank  notes  states  that  they 
were  issued  by  the  “Territory  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  East”  and  that  whoever  falsified  or  imitated 
or  put  such  notes  in  circulation  would  be  punished  with 
prison  up  to  eight  years. 

With  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get  the  Russian 
ruble  converted  to  the  ost  ruble,  the  German 
Administration  promised  to  redeem  ost  rubles  with 
genuine  Russian  rubles  put  into  circulation  by  the 
Darlehnskasse  Ost,  but  this  promise  was  retracted  in 


' On  June  26  of  the  same  year  the  German  military 
authority  authorized  the  first  issue  of  occupation  money 
in  values  of; 


Pick’s  Nos. 


R120 

20  kopek 

blue-green 

70  x 1 10  mm 

U121 

50  kopek 

green-brownred 

80  X 125  mm 

R122 

1 ruble 

blue-tan 

84  X 1.10  mm 

R123 

3 ruble 

green -brown 

90  X 144  mm 

R124 

10  ruble 

red-brown-green 

1(K)  X 1.58  mm 

R125 

25  ruble 

blue-lilac 

1 10  X 175  mm 

R126 

100  ruble 

blue 

1 10  X 170  mm 
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Fifi.  3.  Back  of  50  kopek  note  u ith  incorrect  text:  Peezde 
mit  kapeiki. 

The  notes  were  dated  I’osen,  April  17,  1916,  and 
became  legal  tender  in  Lithuania  on  August  6 of  the 
same  year.  The  German  military  authorities  issued 
1(K),0()(),(XX)  rubles  and  the  money  was  authorised  for 
removal  from  the  country,  provided  valuables  of 
precious  metal,  non  perishable  goods  and  Russian 
rubles  were  deposited.  The  notes  were  therefore 
considered  receipts,  and  the  Lithuanian  people  labelled 
the  currency  “L’iat  money”. 

The  fronts  of  the  notes  were  printed  in  German  while 
the  backs  were  in  three  languages  (Lithuanian,  I.atvian 
and  I'olish).  Three  signatures  appeared  on  the  notes 
Two  of  the  signatures  were  German  (Kaufmann  and 
Hamburger),  while  the  third  was  I’olish  (Michalowsky ). 


March  1917. 

The  German  Military  Authority  decided  to  transfer 
the  bank.  On  March  30, 1917,  the  Darlehnskasse  Ost  in 
Posen,  Poland,  was  moved  to  Kaunas.  Lithuania,  as  an 
independent  bank  of  issue.  The  bank  issued  new 
currency  in  ost  marks  comprising  100  pfennigs  and 
equal  to  the  German  mark.  The  bank  was  backed  by  a 
loan  of  100  million  ost  marks  given  by  Germany.  The  ost 
ruble  was  replaced  by  the  new  currency  in 
denominations  of; 


PICK’S  NOS. 


R127. 

'/:  Mark 

red-violet-black 

70  X 1 '0  mm 

R128. 

1 mark 

green -brown 

80  X 1 25  mm 

R129. 

2 mark 

red-violet-olive 

84  X 1 28  mm 

R130. 

5 mark 

blue-green 

(K)  X 145  mm 

R131. 

20  mark 

red-green 

100  X 160  mm 

R132. 

50  mark 

blue-gray-violet 

106  X 174  mm 

RlO.'i. 

100  mark 

brown 

108  X 170  mm 

R134. 

1000  mark 

green 

110  X 190  mm 

The  notes  were  dated  and  issued  on  April  4, 1918,  and 
were  printed  by  the  same  company  which  made  the  ost 
rubles,  Giesecke  and  Devrient  of  L^eipzig,  Germany.  The 
text  was  basically  the  same  as  that  of  the  ost  ruble  while 
the  reverse  showed  only  two  languages  (of  l^atvia  and 
Lithuania).  The  Polish  language  had  been  dropped . The 
100  and  1000  mark  (also  the  100  ost  ruble),  however, 
were  printed  by  the  Reichsdruckerei  in  Berlin, 
Germany, 

The  1000  mark  was  the  largest  denomination  and  was 
issued  in  two  series.  The  first  series  was  circulated  with 
the  above  issue  as  occupation  money  and  can  be 
identified  by  six  control  numbers.  The  second  series  was 
issued  after  Lithuania  gained  her  independence  and 
became  a new  republic.  This  series  can  be  identified  by 
seven  control  numbers.  The  bottom  of  the  note  can  be 
found  in  black  text  or  green  text. 

All  the  notes  were  signed  by  Marwitz,  Moritz  and 
Fischer.  The  latter  was  a director  of  the  German  Bank 
and  one  of  the  negotiators  in  arranging  a loan  after  • 
Lithuania  gained  her  independence. 


The  reverse  of  the  20  kopek  shows  an  incorrect  text 


LEGAL  TENDER  CURRENCY 
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Front  and  hack  of  Scries  of  17  April  1916  one 
ruble  note. 
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In  September  1917,  the  former  govemora  of  Kaunas, 
Vilnius,  Moghilev,  Vitebsk  and  pKirtions  of  Grodno,  met 
in  the  capital  Vilnius,  for  discussions  on  the  future 
liberation  of  Lithuania.  In  January  1918,  the  national 
leaders  put  forward  a 14  point  declaration  of  nghu 
which  offered  support  to  self-determination  and 
independence. 

On  February  16,  1918,  Lithuania  gained  her 
independence.  She  notified  Russia,  Germany,  and  other 
nations  that  she  had  broken  all  ties  which  formerly 
bound  the  stata  to  them.  A free  election  was  held,  and 
the  people  elected  1 12  delegates  to  represent  them  in  the 
assembly  (Siemas). 

The  main  task  of  the  new  republic  was  to  rebuild  a 
, new  financial  economy  and  establish  a new  way  of  life. 
Lithuania  found  herself  with  no  paper  or  printing 
equipment  and  therefore  was  unable  to  introduce  her 
own  currency. 

'Hie  government  negotiated  with  Germany  to  con- 
tinue to  use  the  darlehnskasse  ost  mark,  and  to  receive  a 
loan  of  ten  million  marks  at  five  percent  interest  until  a 
Lithuanian  bank  of  issue  could  be  organized.  At  that 
time  165  million  ost  marks  were  in  circulation.  The  ost 
mark  which  had  been  occupation  money  was  now 
i considered  legal  tender  currency  for  the  new  republic. 

In  1919,  the  Lithuanian  government  introduced  a new 
currency  system  by  establishing  the  auksinas 
containing  100  stakiku.  The  system  was  used  mainly  for 
postage  stamps  and  keeping  accounts.  The  ost  mark 
continued  to  circulate  but  was  called  auksinas  (marks) 
and  stakiku  (pfennigs)  until  the  new  currency  reform 
was  introduced. 

The  rate  of  exchange  of  the  ost  mark  in  1918  was  eight 
marks  to  the  United  States  dollar.  In  1919,  it  beg^n  to 
fall  rapidly  against  other  countries’  currencies.  This 
caused  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notes  in  circulation 
and  by  1922,  the  ost  hiarks  circulating  reached  an 
astronomical  total  of  3,500,000  million  marks.  In  the 
same  period  the  rate  of  exchange  declined  rapidly.  By 
1922,  it  had  reached  1,650  marks  to  the  dollar. 


Most  countries  in  Europe  were  facing  a monetary 
crisis,  and  one  of  the  first  to  stabilize  her  currency  was 
Lithuania.  On  August  11,  1922,  a special  law  was 
passed  to  establish  the  Lietuvos  Banka  (Bank  of 
Lithuania).  A new  currency  was  introduced  and  was 
called  “Litas”  containing  100  cents.  It  was  made  equal 
to  0.154062  grams  of  gold  (one  litas  equaled  one-tenth  of 
the  United  States  dollar). 

The  old  currency  was  collected  and  exchanged  at 
various  rates  depending  on  what  month/'day  the  rate  of 
exchange  was  made.  At  the  time  of  the  redemption  of 
the  mark  it  was  almost  worthless.  The  end  of  the  ost 
mark  was  the  end  of  Lithuania’s  severe  inflationary 
crisis. 
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PRAMIENSCHEIN 

Primiiu;  zTine  Praemlatfiht  _ Premi|os  ienklos 

' ■ B«r*chtigt  zum  B*zug  vpn  j PihUyr  tietibas  sanemt  C .j 
Oigustotud  p$^a  / Ouodo.^i^  pirkticV  ' ' 


Punk* 
Primijo 

PriMmio  / PV*mi}o« 

'4  Ltr. 

SpiriluoMn  - 
alfcoholisku  dz<ri«nu 
alkoholilisi  jook* 
dpgfinM 


r - # t ^ 

AuigobVirtll#! 

^ Udoldn6«vt«ta/Vdljaond«kohtt 
Udovtmo  {ttai^Oj 

fr-  ' - . V 

-Sr'  .C 


PrflmwnJ  Punkf 
Pr^mlio' 

Preemio/Pr«mijof 


*■1/  If,. 'P#trQkam od«r 
/2  • L•uchf^>IHtut 

p^frokjoi  yoi  ckdiind* 

. mfl  tp{rto/p«troU  " 
vdi  p^kKspiirituft  ■ 
ifbolo  orbo 
d«naturot0 


od«r  / val  / vAI  / orbo  : 


Ausg.st.llt  fUr' 
tz6oH  / Vdl).  ontud  / liduotai  i 


od.r  / vai  / v8i  / arba 


Praml.n  1 Punkt 
Pr<ffii)a 

PrMmio  / Prwnlfo* 

750  Gr. 

^ck*r 

cukuro  / fwhkrut 
cvluroui 


od«r  /Voi  / vdl  / orbo 


PrthnlM  1 Punkt 

Primifo 

Pr««inlo  / Pr^mifot 

20  Gr. 

SUtitoK 

^saldvl.lu  / lahariiniy 
tochorlno 


NkhI  Obwlrogbor 
Nov  nododomo  dtom 
Milt,  ukkonlov 
B«  (.)>•>  p«rduoH  ^ 
OOltig  bit  3 1.  8.  1944  . 
Darlga  Rdi  31 . 8. 1 944 
MokMV  kuni  31.  8.  1944'' 
Ooliola  llgi  ;]944.8.  31  d.; 

Woren . ^ . 

^rtchiade/i.r  Art' 
doUdoj  pr.«e( 
mitmeiug.  kaupu 
jvairios  ruiiei  prakiij 
inrW.rl  von  / virUbS 
vdarlut  / vartej.  _ 

Prflmi.n  1 Punkt 
Primijoi  / Pr.omia 
Pf.mi|o» 

od.r  / vai  / vSi ; orbo 


Prdmim  1 . Punkt 
- Prlmljo 
Pia.mlo  / Pr.Ai|o> 

/10  Kg. 

Salz  / sflis  / soola 
druskos 


od^r  / voi  / vdt  t orbo 


'^Praml*«  1 Punkt 

^ Prim./  Pruumip^frumliotN 
0\J  Or.  odurunb 

$prucK«nd«  Tubotnowrun 
popirotu  vot  ottkc  to- 
bakoi  pf«€«»/paborotM 
vai  voftovot  tuboko 
kowpa } popiro*y 
orbo  toboko 
prolcty 


WoHlw«it«r  botug  noch  Vorroftlogo  / Uvilo  otkortgo  no  pro^u  krajumo 
Vglikyvini,  voitovott  togovorodulo  / Poslrinkimot  priktouto  nuo  pr«ki4f  atiorgot 


LITHUANIAN  RATION  COUPONS 
FROM  WORLD  WAR  II 

From  LNA  member  Charles  Matuzas 
comes  these  World  War  II  German 
rationing  coupons,  photocopied  here. 

They  are  bilinpual,  with  the  Ger- 
man lanpuape  first,  of  course.  The  top 
piece  is  in  German  and  Lithuanian,  and 
bears  a date  of  December  28,  19A2,  to 
March  28,  1943.  Serial  No.  317484.  The 
background  security  design  is  reddish 
pink,  and  really  comes  out  bold  on  this 
Xerox  copy.  The  text  and  serial  No.  are 
printed  in  black,  and  the  reverse  side 
is  blank. 

The  next  piece  we  have  seen 
similar  copies  of,  and  these  are  in 
4 languages:  German,  Lithuanian,  Es- 
tonian, and  Latvian;  obviously  the  entire 
Baltic  States  region.  The  piece  illustrated 
here  is  printed  with  dark  green  ink, 
and  bears  dates  of  August  31,  1944  on  the 
obverse,  with  August  10,  1943  on  the 

reverse  side. 

The  other  piece,  illustrated  on 
the  next  page,  has  dates  of  August 
31,  1943  on  the  obverse,  and  January  25. 
1943  on  the  reverse.  These  are  in 
"point"  (punkte)  valuations.  They  are 
printed  with  a reddish-maroon  ink,  but 
notice  have  no  serial  number  as  the 
former  one  does. 
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RATION  COUPONS 
(Continued  from  page  7...) 

The  piece  on  the  ripht  is  the 
reverse  side  of  the  obverse  printed  on 
the  previous  page.  It  is  copied  actual 
size.  Below  is  the  piece  printed  with 
reddish/maroon  ink,  which  we  have 
reduced  in  size  to  make  it  fit  on  this 
page. 

Ration  coupon  collecting  is  a field 
in  itself.  We  wonder  how  many  of  our 
LNA  members  collect  this  type  of 
material?  Of  course,  the  elaborate 
currency-like  "Punkte"  notes  which 
were  issued  in  denominations  of  1,  3,  5, 
and  10  Punkte  have  attracted  the 
interest  of  Lithuanian  collectors,  but 
how  about  these  more  basic  rationing 
coupons? 

If  you  have  any  items  in  your 
collection  which  we  haven't  featured 
yet  here  in  The  Knight,  send  us  a photo 
or  copy  of  it,  so  we  can  share  it  with 
our  LNA  members. 


Bestimmungen 

1.  Pidiiiitiischeine  werden  nach  RKO-ErlaB  vom  2.5.  I.  43  iiber 
Pramien  ftir  Ablieferunq  landwirtschafflicher  Erzeugnisse  aus- 
gegeben. 

i Aut  einem  Pramienschein  kann  e i n e der  auf  Pramienpunkt 
benannten  Waren  Oder  Ware  auf  Wertpunkt  nur  bei  den  zuge- 
lassenen  Verkaufsstellen  bezogen  werden. 

i Pramienscheine  sind  von  der  Warenverkaufsstelle  sofort 
auf  dem  zustandigen  Warenkreis  zu  stempeln  und  nach  nahe- 
ren  Bestimmungen  der  Genossenschaftszentrale  zu  verwerlen. 

flrhtnnni  ^^'^^^rauch  Oder  Falschunq  der  Pramienscheine  wird 

HLUlUiiyi  als  Kriegswirtschaftsverbrechen  strenqstens  beslraft 

IVoteikumi 

1 Premiju  zimes  pec  RKO  rikojuma  no  2.5.  1.  43  par  premijam, 
liek  izdotas  par  lauksaimniecibas  razojumu  nodosanu. 

2.  Ar  premijas  zimi  var  iegadaties  tikai  vienu  premijas  punkla 
mineto  preci  un  tikai  altiecigi  apstiprinata  pardosanas  vieta. 

.3  Premiju  times  predu  izdallsanas  vieta  nekavejoties  ja- 
parzimogo  uz  attiecigo  pretu  apli  un  izlietol  pec  koopera- 
livu  centra  tuvakiem  noteikumiem. 

IhltlSIlTilll  I Rt^miju  viltoSanu  vai  nelietigu  izlietosanu  uz&katis 

UlilldDlllll ! ka  noziegumu  kafa  saimnieciba  un  stingri  sndis. 

Tinglmused 

1 Preemisedeiid  saavad  RKO-korralduse  alu  sel  25.  1.  43.  Pree- 
miaid  pdllumajanduslikkude  saaduste  andmise  eest  valia  antud. 

2.  Preemiasedeliga  voib  ainult  iibel  preemia  punktil  nimetatud 
kaupu  voi  kaupa  vastavalt  vaartpunklile  vaid  maaratud  miiiigi 
kohast  osta. 

3 Preemisedeiid  tulevad  muiigikohas  vnstavas  kaubaringis  kohe 
leraheldada  ja  vastavalt  kauba  keskuse  tingimustele  realiseerida. 

Tsholonunilt  Pj^eemlasedeU  kuritarvitamist  v6i  vSltsimist  karista- 
ullEib|ldull ! takse  sojamajanduse  kuritcona  karmilt. 

Nuostatai 

I Premijos  2enklai  iSduodaini,  remiantis  Reicho  Komisaic  Ryty  KraStui 
isakymu  i5  1943.  1.  25.  d.  apie  premijas  uJi  Ifemes  ukio  graminin 
nrislatymg. 

1.  Pagal  premijos  Ifenkl?  galima  parduotuvese,  kurioms  siiteikta  M 
pardavimo  teise,  pirkti  v i e n 9 iS  premijos  punktais  iSvardintii 
prekill  arba  vert^rs  piinkto  prekes. 

3 Pardavimo  jstaiga,  tuojaus  antspauduodama  atalinkama  prekiii  rata, 
/ertina  ienkl?  ir  pastar^ji  sunaudoja  pagal  gautas  iS  Koop'’"'tyvn 
_^ungos  Centro  taisykles. 

nnmAfifll  panaudojimas  arba  premijos  zenklu  padirbimas 

llCulCilO!  kaip  nusikaltimas  karo  likini  grie?.1ai  bandJiimas 


PRAMIENSCHEIN 

Prtmilu  Pr*omlas*d*l  / Pr«ml|o»  ianklat 

B«r*chHgt  xufn  &«zug  ron  / 

Oigvstatvd  o«tmo  / Duoda  plrktis 


' kehti 


od«f  / voi  / vdi  f orbo 


(Or 

j VAtvd  / IMweioi 


NkM  ObftTBtbar 
Hov  wodedBWio  diBwi 
Min«  04konl«v 
t*  !•••*•  BBfAaod 


OOMo  hk  3t.  S.  If43 
Db«4««Ui  31.t.1P43 
MdfcMv  kMd  31.  1.  1P43. 
^ 1943.  t.  31  d. 


W«*i  2 

r VtfdbB/VdOnvt/VBfM 
Wor«n 
v«r»chi#d«nof  Art 

doiddos 

mitmoBog.  koopu 
fvoirioA  ruliot 
pr«ltiv 


od«<  / voi  / vd*  / orbo 


Vi  ■’  I 


Bestimmungen 

1.  Pramienscheine  werden  nach  RKO-ErlaB  vom  25.  1.  43  Ober 
Pramien  fur  Ablieferunq  landwirtschaftlicher  Erzeugnisse  aus- 
gegeben. 

'2.  Auf  einem  Pramienschein  kann  e i n e der  aul  Pramienpunkt 
benannten  Waren  Oder  Ware  auf  Wertpunkt  nur  bei  den  zuge* 
lassenen  Verkaufsstelien  bezogen  werden. 

3.  Pramienscheine  siod  von  der  Warenverkaufsstelle  sofort 
auf  dem  zustiindigen  Warenkreis  zu  stempeln  und  nach  nahe* 
ren  Bestimmungen  der  Genossenschaftszentrale  zu  verwerten. 

IrhtniRl  ^^ifibrauch  oder  Fdlschung  der  Prdmienscheine  wird 

HlUiynyi  als  Kriegswirtschaftsverbrechen  strengstens  bestraft. 

NoteikumI 

I Premiju  zimes  pec  RKO  rikojuma  no  25.  1.  43  par  premijSm. 
tiek  izdotas  par  lauksainknjecibas  raiojumu  nodo&an-u. 

2.  Ar  premijas  zimi  var  iegadaties  tikai  vienu  premijas  punkta  * 
mineto  preci  un  tikai  attiecTgi  apstiprinatS  pSrdoianas  vietS. 

.1  Premiju  zimes  pre(u  izdallianas  vieta  nekavejoties  jS- 
parzimogo  uz  attiecigo  pre^u  apli  un  izlietol  pec  kooperS* 
livu  centra  tuvAkiem  notekkumiem. 

nTflllRThnl  Pr^niiju  viltoianu  voi  nelietigu  iziieloianu  uz&katSs 

UIIDulIBBl  ka  noziegumu  kara  saimnlecT'bd  un  stingri  sodis. 

Tinglmused 

1 Preemisedeiid  saavad  RKO*korralduse  alu  sel  25.  I.  43.  Pree* 
roiaid  pdllumajanduslikkude  saaduste  andmise  eest  vdlia  antud. 

2.  Preemiasedeliga  vBib  aloult  dbel  preemia  punktil  nimetatud 
kaupu  vdi  kaupa  vastavalt  vH^rtpunktile  vald  m^Sratud  miiugr 
kohast  osta. 

.1  Preemisedeiid  tulevad  milugikohas  vastavas  kaubaringis  kohe 
lemheldada  ja  vastavalt  kauba  keskuse  tingimustele  realiseerida. 

TihllMIRlI  f^reemiasedeii  kuritarvitamist  v5i  vdltslmist  karisla- 

luBCICPdDll  takse  sdjamajaoduse  kuriteona  karmilt. 

Nuostatai 

I Premljo)  2cnklal  ISduodamt,  remiantl*  Reicho  Komisaio  Ryly  KiaStuI 
Jsakymu  IS  1043.  1.  25.  d.  aple  premljaa  u2  leines  Ukio  giamlnly 
nriatatym|. 

2.  Pagal  premijos  ienkl|  galima  parduoluv4te,  kiiiloms  sutelkla  SI 
pardavimo  Ielf2,  pirkti  vleng  IS  premijos  piinktaia  iSvardlnly 
prekiy  arba  vertta  punklo  prekes. 

i Pardavimo  jslalga,  tuojaus  antapaiidiiodama  atalinkama  prekly  rata, 
>erlina  tenklf  ir  paataryjl  sunaudoja  pagal  gaiitai  IS  Knop'—lyvy 
' ,ungos  Centro  talaykiea. 

niBIfilt  panaudojimai  arba  premijos  lenkty  padiioimas 

UEHcalll  kalp  niisikalllmas  karo  iikliii  grieltai  bandllmat 


